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22-26 | MEMDAY WEEKEND WOMEN’S
FESTIVAL
leshiannightlife.com/memdayptown

2-8 | PROVINCETOWN CABARETFEST -
THE GOLDEN ERA OF NIGHT CLUBS
provincefowncabaretfest.com

5-8 | WOMXN OF COLOR WEEKEND
womenofcolorweekend.org

pown.org/ pride : provincetownjazzfestival.org © transweek.org L1306 | VA'-|EN"NE'S WEEKEND
: : * ptown.org/valentines isi
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P o1 : ptown.org/carnival © 5-9 | PROVINCETOWN FOOD & WINE : 6-8 | ‘OUT OF HIBERNATION' - A WINTER donation, volunteer, or reach out to get involved
1823 | FROLIC - MEN OF : FESTIVAL : BEAR WEEKEND helping spread the word about the magic of

COLOR WEEKEND
wearefrolic.com

20 | ASGCC PTOWN 5K
¢ asgee.org

 23-26 | GIRL SPLASH
: provincetownforwomen.com

27- AUG 2 | FAMILY WEEK
: plownfamilyweek.com

: August
© 6 | JAMAICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY

12 | PROVINCETOWN JAZZ FESTIVAL

FOLLOW US

21 | 47TH ANNUAL CARNIVAL PARADE
 plown.org

29 | ANNUAL JOCKSTRAP BIKE RIDE
* ptownbrewco.com

27 | PET PARADE & PET TEA
* casasanimalshelter.org

: October

2-6 | MATES LEATHER WEEKEND XXVIII
: matesleatherweekend.com

11-13 | MONUMENTAL YARD SALE

© ptown.org

© 1319 | WOMEN'S WEEK

: womensweekprovincetown.com
©19-26 | TRANSWEEK

: ptownfoodandwinefestival.com
: 21-23 | MR. NEW ENGLAND LEATHER

: mr-nel.com

NTS

skipfood.org

31-JAN 4 | FIRST LIGHT NEW YEAR'S
: CELEBRATION
¢ ptown.org/firstlight

January 2026

1 | 10TH ANNUAL PROVINCETOWN
: POLAR BEAR PLUNGE
: ptown.org/firstlight

February 2026

: ursamen.org

Experience Provincetown
Where nature, culture,
and community create
deeper belonging.

Beyond summer’s buzz,
it’s a place to slow down
and reconnect: with nature,
others, and yourself.

ABOUT THE

300 member businesses,

including retail shops, galleries, restaurants, lodging establishments,
attractions, professional and nonprofit organizations, nightclubs, and
more that support the organization’s mission. Our goal is to bring people
to Provincetown to stay, eat, shop, and experience the specialness

of a destination where they are both celebrated and feel safe being

themselves.

One of the ways that the PBG promotes Provincetown is through the
production of premier events, like Pride in June, Carnival in August,
and Holly Folly & First Light in December, which attract hundreds of

nonprofit Provincetown Pride Center located

LGBTQ+ Provincetown at ptown.org.
Sponsored in part by

lllustration and design by JASONOMALLEY.COM the Tourism Fund
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nature, community, and
clture together



Spinnaker Exhibit
at the Hiebert Marine Laboratory
5 Holway Avenue e Provincetown

SEA Space Marine Discovery Center

at Whaler’s Wharf

coastalstudies.org

PROVINCETOWN’S ONLY

PIGIVI

FULL-SERVICE COMMUNITY GYM

GET YOUR
B

€1 @ @PROVINCETOWNGYM | PTOWNGYM.CON
81 SHANKPAINTER RD | 508 487 2776
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ASA
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EASY, BREEZY TRAVEL FROM
BOSTON AND PROVINCETOWN

-
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Boston Harbor ‘%
citycruises|/

PAYOMET

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Celebrating 27 years of
music, theater and circus!
Presenting up-and-coming
and Grammy winning talent
all summer in North Truro,
including Graham Nash, The
Wailers, Joan Osborne, Nick
Lowe and Galactic, to name a
few — and year-round “Payomet
Road Shows” in Ptown, like
Tig Notaro, Jane Lynch, Rufus
Wainwright, Paula Poundstone,
John Waters — and more to
come. Check our website for
all show listings!

payomet.org or
508-487-5400

29 Old Dewline Rd. (Off S. Highland),
Highlands Center, N. Truro
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Mean Burgers Ptown
Aquarium Mall
205-209 Commercial St.
781-223-4038

View Menu & Order
Pick Up Here!

Admiral’s
Landing

@HELLTOWN.FIT

HELLTOWN
FITNESS

DEVILISHLY FUN AND HOT AS HELL
GROUP FITNESS CLASSES WITH

KETTLEBELLS AND MORE!

ques

MacMillan Pie;
Provincetown

LOBSTER <2 BEERS
DOWN AT THE PIER

317 Commercial Stre Provincetown

BOOK A CLASS! LandsEndinn.com
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PROVINCETOWN:
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It’s one of, if not the most common question about Provincetown.

How did it come to have such a large LGBTQ+ population as well

as become an important locale in LGBTQ+ history, culture, and

politics? In short, why is Provincetown so gay? That’s rather a long

story. Provincetown has had a rebellious streak from the beginning.

In the early 1700s, the law in the Massachusetts Bay colony required

all towns to have a minister. Provincetown refused. From then

on, the town at the tip of the Cape not only embraced an anti-

1899: Charles Hawthorne opens
the Cape Cod School of Art,
beginning the Provincetown art

colony, which brings thousandsto  on Shank Painter Road, which

town over the next two decades
from New York City’s Greenwich
Village including LGBTQ activists.

1940: The Provincetown
Advocate, then the
town’s newspaper of
record, prints the word
homosexual for the first
time. The New York
Times would not do so
until 1967.

d \

Provincetown is, of course,

a well-known and beloved
vacation destination for the
LGBTQ+ community. Both
locals and seasoned visitors alike
love to welcome newbies; they
offer advice, give directions, or
cheerfully explain local customs
and traditions. Here’s a list of
tips about Provincetown to get
you started!

Provincetown’s Gayborhood
One of the many things that
makes Provincetown unique is
that the whole town is queer-
friendly. Most demographic
estimations - both scientific
and anecdotal - note that the
majority of Provincetown is
indeed part of the LGBTQ+
community. Acceptance and
celebration of diversity abound

street to stage
clothing
jewelry
accessories
makeup
drag & gym

ﬂ 2027 COMMERCIAL ST

-

1952: Philip “Phil” Baiona, some-

1963: Early gay rights activist Prescott Townsend
completes Gangway, a ramshackled, hand-built
home in the far West End of town. Townsend, who
began his activism in Boston in the late 1930s,
operated his home as a Bohemian flop house
giving a place to crash to such people as poet
and actor Rene Ricard, queer playwright Charles
Ludlam, Mink Stole and John Waters.

authoritarian culture but
also became a refuge for
outsiders. However, the
modern understanding of
Provincetown as a special
place for the LGBTQ+
community began in 1899
when Charles Hawthorne
founded the Cape Cod
School of Art, giving birth
to the Provincetown art
colony. His school opened a

times known by his drag name Bella  hold a Labor Day It remains one of the few
Baiona, opens Weathering Heights  Solidarity March to honor  feminist bookshops in the
the one-year anniversary  country that is also an im-
openly caters and advertises tothe  of Stonewall, despite portant resource for queer
LGBTQ community, becomingthe  being denied a parade women as well as a center or
first bar to do soin Provincetown.  permit by the town. organizing and activism.

everywhere in Provincetown
and spill over to neighboring
Truro and Wellfleet, too.

The Provincetown Calendar
Provincetown is a great
destination any time of the
year! The most important
thing to know is that everyone
is welcome, no matter when
you plan your visit. But if
you're looking for a specific
community or niche event, visit
ptown.org to learn more about
our theme weeks and see what's
happening when.

Nightlife and Last Call

While a small town at heart,

Provincetown offers a nightlife

with a metropolitan soul.

Nightclubs, bars, and cabarets

abound along Commercial
Street, Provincetown’s
main drag. The evening
begins early with a Tea
Dance at 4pm, or with
beverages at one of our
local bars and lounges.

By 7pm, things shift

as folks prepare for
dinner out. This is
followed by any one of
the live performances
featuring world-class

testNtre

A PROGRAM OF OUTER CAPE HEALTH SERVICES

774-538-3350

1970: LGBTQ activists

1975: The first
Fantasia Fair is held.
Now known as Trans
Week, it is the oldest
continual transgender
event in the world

and a pioneer in
transgender activism.

PROVINCETOWN
<<KSHOP

Est. 1932
Visit us at 229 Commercial St.

provincetownbookshop.com

pipeline between Provincetown and New York City, and in particular,
Greenwich Village. The local population, particularly the women of
Provincetown, opened their homes to these students to make a little
extra money. Over the next two decades, Provincetown welcomed
not only thousands of artists, but also writers, actors and left-wing
political radicals with new ideas on gender, racial equality, artistic
expression and sexuality. These ideas were met by a local population
that was already pushed to the fringes of American society, not only
because the town itself was populated by outsiders for generations,
but that the large working-class Portuguese community was facing
discrimination on many fronts in the region. So began a symbiotic
relationship that included a well-established LGBTQ+ community
by the 1920s as well as a significant portion of the straight population
as friends and allies. As news spread throughout the LGBTQ
community nationwide that Provincetown was a place of relative
freedom and acceptance, the town’s gay population, as well as visitors,
grew exponentially. So, too, began a growing backlash from more
conservative elements in Provincetown as they examined ways to

try and stop the influx of LGBTQ+ people. Clearly those efforts
failed. Starting in the 1950s various businesses and entertainers

Proud
NOoOwW

began to tip toe out of
the closet so that by the
Stonewall Riots of 1969
the town exploded with
activism and visible queer
expressions of art, culture,
and politics leading to
Provincetown earning a
worldwide reputation as

a LGBTQ+ safe haven.
The 1970s would be a
period of tremendous
change. While the decade
began with a concerted
anti-gay backlash from

This list is far from exhaustive; it's provided to offer some highlights of our LGBTQ+ experience in Provincetown.

1976: Womencrafts opens.

Ps FOR FIRST-TIME VISITORS

drag, comedy, music, or theater
throughout Provincetown.

Many evenings on the town end
up on the dance floor starting
around 10pm. Ptown’s last call
is usually at 12:45am. Once the
bars close, the late-night crowds
assemble at Spiritus Pizza, an
end-of-the-evening tradition
that’s been honored for decades
in Provincetown. If you're not
ready to go home, this is the
perfect place to land an invite to
a private after-hours party.

Getting Around

Many visitors prefer to leave
their cars at home, arriving

by plane, bus, or ferry.
Provincetown is very bike-
friendly; there are many places

around town where you can rent
a bike.

Other modes of transportation
are also available, including
pedicabs and taxis and don't
forget to hop on the sightseeing
trolley! As for getting to the
beach, there are shuttle buses
that run throughout the day, as
well as a boat launch to take you
out to Long Point, the very tip of
Cape Cod.

HELLTOWN

1983: The Provincetown AIDS Support Group is
founded. The entire Provincetown community,

fight not just the epidemic, but bigotry and stigma.

serving all of the Cape and Islands.

1978: The Provincetown Busi-
ness Guild is founded, making it
one of the oldest LGBTQ+ busi-
ness associations in the country.
That same year, the PBG presents
the very first Carnival, now the
town'’s signature event and the
largest event on Cape Cod.

MWOT l EDICAB

(508) 487-0660

1985: Frustrated by the Cape
Cod National Seashore’s policy
of not allowing women to go
topless, activists begin frequent
bare-breasted protests at

Herring Cove Beach. in the town making headlines around the world.

A Ptown Glossary

Provincetown has such a unique and distinctive culture and flair.
At times it can seem like it also has its own language! Perhaps it
does. Here’s a list of common slang and colloquialisms native to
Provincetown to better understand life at the end of the Cape.

Barking - The practice of “barking” is the old-school promotion
of a live show. Come late afternoon in Town, comedians, drag
queens, musicians, and others hit Commercial Street to “bark” for
their shows and pass out flyers. If you're not interested in taking a
flier, a smile and a “no thanks” is appreciated.

Boy Beach - Dating back to the 1950s, this is the longstanding
nickname for the far-flung part of Herring Cove Beach that attracts
many gay men, and now a growing number of the LGBTQ+ family.
Though not technically allowed within the Cape Code National
Seashore, it is Provincetown’s de facto nude beach.

Breakwater - The Provincetown Causeway, or the ‘Breakwater’

as it is more commonly called by locals, is a must-visit atfraction on
the West End. Made of large boulders, this causeway stretches out
for just over a mile from the West End to the Wood End Lighthouse.

Cape Cod Geography
Outer Cape - Provincetown, Truro, Wellfleet & Eastham
Lower Cape - Chatham, Orleans, Harwich & Brewster
Mid Cape - Dennis, Yarmouth & Barnstable
Upper Cape - Sandwich, Mashpee, Falmouth & Bourne

Nice Boy — A term of endearment coined by mostly
Portuguese women in Provincetown to refer to gay men. It was
a way these women expressed affection and support to the
young men who often boarded in their homes, which led to the
important culture of guest houses in Provincetown.

Sapphic - Derived from the Greek poet, Sappho, of the Isle
of Lesbos, sapphic is often used as an umbrella term to identify
LGBTQ+ women and those they experience attraction fo,
whether they identify as lesbian, bisexual, queer, trans, masc,
non-binary or any diverse identity.

Tea - This is the shortened moniker for Tea Dance, the
popular afternoon party at the Boatslip that's been a part of
Provincetown since the late 1960s. You'll often hear people
along Commercial Street exclaim, “See you at Teal”

SEAMEN’S

MEMBER FDIC - MEMBER DIF

'ymarket faf“‘

town government, by the dawn of the 1980s, Town Hall was hosting
sold out drag shows and one of the first performances by the disco
phenomenon, the Village People. Provincetown has since continued
to be synonymous with LGBTQ+ pride and stands as a supportive
safe haven where all are welcome to be themselves.

1990: The Spiritus Riot occurs over Labor Day
weekend in protest of the arrest of beloved drag queen
regardless of sexuality or gender, bands togetherto  Vanilla as well as an expression of anger over police ha-
rassment of the LGBTQ community and inaction over a
Now the AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod, itis one rise in hate crimes. Soon after, the Provincetown Police
of the oldest HIV/AIDS organizations in the country, Department begins reforms, including hiring LGBTQ
officers and utilizing a community policing model.

2004: On May 17, marriage equality comes to Mas-
sachusetts. Provincetown welcomes hundreds that
day and in turn annoys then-Governor Mitt Romney
when the town refuses to enforce a ban on those
from out of state seeking marriage licenses, resulting
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HOCKEV'PUCK-SIZED
JUMBO TURTLES

HANDMADE PEANUT
BUTTER CUPS

FRESH FUDGE
MADE DAILY

THE
SWEETEST !
PTOWN

ESTINATION
TRU?FLEENST DS' N CE 1 984!

‘CRISP SALTY
\ BUTTERY TOFFEE

b & }ANDMADE
CHOCOLATE BARKS

CAPE CO T
WATER . TAFF

PROVINCETOWN

210 COMMERCIAL ST, PROVINCETOWN MA 02657

your
HEALING
JOURNEY

awaits

Tuesday-Thursday
8am-7pm
Friday - Saturday
8am-2pm
Sunday
By Appointment Only
Deep Tissue & Healing
Massage Modalities

Daily Meditation Classes
Workshops & Private Retreats
Self-Care hop
Visit website for Times & Descriptions

[Oh400]
PR LUNA ’
=

solelunaptown.com
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PROVINCETOWN FAST FERRIES
FRDM THE SEAPORT DISTRICT

Seven Days a Week '
May thru October

2010: The United States Census
Bureau releases data that shows
Provincetown has the highest rate of
same sex couples of any municipality
in the country. Anecdotally, Province-
town is widely referred to in the media
as the “gayest town in America.”

www.baystatecruisecompany.com

871-PT.FERRY

2021: Provincetown’s response to a World Trade Center Boston

COVID-19 outbreak garners national
attention and praise as the muscle
memory of lessons from the HIV and
AIDS crisis were quickly put into
action, shutting down the spread.

NURTURE YOUR
SPIRIT WITH ART

Townie - Perhaps in some locales,
calling someone a “townie” is an
insult — but not in Provincetown.
Anyone born in Provincetown,
usually called a native, is also a
townie. How do you become a ) Berta Walker
townie? That’s unclear, but when
the day arrives you'll know - as a B e awallmonatomouen A
townie usually tells you.

VARUJAN BOGHOSIAN, Eros Heart,
mixed media construction, 10.25 x 7.50 in

508 487 6411 AMPLE PARKING

Washashore - This is a common
term heard all over Cape Cod to
describe anyone who wasn’t born
on the peninsula. A washashore can
live on the Cape, or in Provincetown,
long enough to become a townie.
But if you weren’t born on Cape
Cod, you will always be a
washashore.

Year-Rounder - A year-rounder
is a person, regardless of being
Washashore or Townie, who lives in
Ptown throughout the year.

Raw Bar Happy Hour
2-4:30pm
Dinner at 5:31pm
Live Jazz Brunch
on Sundays Tlam-2pm

Book on Resy.com

15 Commercial Street
508-487-7334

FREE HIV/STI
SCREENINGS

FREE NARCAN

PTOWN
DROP-IN
CENTER




